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EEASON  AND  REVELATION. 


Reader, — What  is  the  value  of  a  clear  conscience,  good 
intentions,  and  sincerity? 

I  mean,  their  exact  value.  Perhaps  you  do  not  value 
them  highly  enough ;  or  perhaps  you  value  them  too  highly. 
Does  this  astonish  you?  No  mistake  is  more  common 
than  to  imagine  that,  if  my  conscience  does  not  now  accuse 
me  of  falling  into  error,  I  am  not  responsible,  and  shall  not 
suffer  for  such  error. 

Perhaps  you  have  never  reflected  on  this  matter.  Give 
me  your  attention  for  a  few  minutes,  and  you  will  presently 
admit  that  a  clear  conscience  is  very  far  from  being  sufficient 
to  shelter  me  either  from  responsibility  or  from  ruin.  Let  us 
take  an  example. 

I  purchase  a  tract  of  land  from  my  neighbour,  with  all  its 
debts  and  liabilities ;  but  its  debts  and  liabilities,  to  my  as- 
tonishment, and  perhaps  to  his  also,  exceed  all  I  have  paid, 
and  more  than  I  possess.  "What  is  the  result?  I  am  ruined. 
My  conscience  never  warned  me  that  I  was  doing  wrong — 
mark  this — it  never  once  warned  me.  It  will  generously 
turn  round  upon  me,  and  accuse  me  after  I  am  ruined ;  but 
is  that  any  comfort  to  me  ?  Quite  the  reverse ;  since  neither 
my  clear  conscience,  good  intentions,  nor  sincerity  have  then 
any  power  of  rescuing  me. 

Take  another  example,  and  bear  in  mind  the  point  we  are 
discussing.*   I  purchase  a  mansion,  and  reside  in  it  with  my 

*  The  perceptions  of  conscience  are  regulated,  as  every  thinking 
man  knows,  by  his  knowledge.  Conscience,  therefore,  may  not  chide 
when  an  act  is  performed,  but  conscience  will  afterwards  chide  me  for 
that  act  if  I  had  it  in  my  power  to  obtain  more  light  and  knowledge, 
and  did  not  avail  myself  of  all  my  opportunities  and  my  powers. 
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family  and  servants.  No  one  knew  that  its  foundation  was 
insecure ;  but  it  is  tested  by  a  storm,  and  the  foundation 
gives  way.  I  can  truly  say,  that  my  conscience  never  once 
warned  me  that  there  was  any  danger ;  no  one  residing  in 
the  house  was  warned.  My  conscience  will  accuse  me  of  not 
looking  to  the  foundation  upon  which  I  stood;  and  will  it 
not  accuse  me  also  of  the  destruction  of  my  relatives  ?  Is 
not  their  destruction  an  aggravation  of  my  misery  ?  Shall  I 
depend  upon  my  conscience  warning  me  if  - 1  do  not  take 
sufficient  precautions?  Be  it  so;  but,  up  to  the  very  mo- 
ment of  ruin,  it  is  quite  silent.  Does  it,  however,  remain 
silent  ?  Nay  ;  it  then  turns  round  upon  me,  and  reminds  me 
that  I  have  been  the  means  of  destroying  not  only  myself, 
but  all  my  family— it  aggravates  my  calamity. 

Take  another  example.  I  make  a  mere  mistake  in  select- 
ing a  teacher  for  my  children;  they  are  brought  up  with 
false  or  bad  principles.  Will  my  good  intentions  give  them 
good  principles?  Nay;  we  must  all  suffer  for  the  mistake. 

Or,  take  a  stronger  example  still.  I  wish  to  do  a  chari- 
table and  benevolent  action,  and  my  conscience  not  only 
approves  it,  but  applauds  it.  I  order  a  seedsman  to  forward 
wheat  to  some  poor  islanders ;  by  a  mere  mistake  tares  are 
delivered  to  them — not  wheat — and  the  island  is  ruined.  A 
mere  mistake  has  turned  the  kindest  intention  into  a  grievous 
calamity. 

Let  us  come  to  facts.  Is  the  world  so  organized,  that  a 
mere  mistake  can  bring  loss  and  ruin  out  of  the  best  inten- 
tions and  all  sincerity?  Has  the  God  of  this  universe  so 
organized  the  world  or  not?  He  has  done  so.  It  is  a 
great  fact,  whether  you  or  I  accept  of  it  or  not.  We  may 
approve  of  the  God  of  the  universe  or  not,  but  He  is  over 
us,  we  are  not  over  Him ;  and  this  law  of  His  is  a  broad, 
clear  fact,  which  we  do  well  to  accept  just  as  it  is.  Nine- 
tenths  of  men  would  deny  this  fact  if  they  could.  Nine- 
tenths  of  men  imagine  that  the  universe  is  not  so  framed ; 
that  if  their  conscience  does  not  now  warn  them  of  any 
calamity,  no  calamity  can  come  ;  that  if  they  possess  sin- 
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cerity  and  good  intentions,  no  mere  mistake  can  cause  their 
ruin. 

It  is  a  very  common  fallacy,  but  a  tremendous  one  in  its 
results.  And  when  ruin  comes,  is  conscience  a  consoling  and 
comforting  friend  ?  Nay,  it  will  not  even  tell  them  what 
they  can  do  to  retrieve  themselves.  It  chides  and  chastens 
for  ever.  It  aggravates  the  misery  of  the  suffering  by  con- 
tinually impressing  upon  them  what  they  might  have  done, 
and  what  they  might  have  been. 

Professor  Richnian,  of  St.  Petersburgh,  endeavoured,  with 
a  certain  apparatus,  to  measure  the  electric  intensity  of  a 
thunder-cloud,  and  his  endeavour  was,  in  a  scientific  point 
of  view,  commendable ;  but  he  made  a  mistake  in  his  move- 
ments, through  mere  ignorance  of  laws,  and  the  electric  fluid 
passed  through  his  own  body. 

This  brings  me  to  the  second  point  that  I  wish  to  draw 
attention  to.  "What  power  does  man  possess  in  this  world  ? 
We  will  suppose  that  he  sees  the  mere  fallacy  of  depending 
upon  his  mere  conscience,  good  intentions,  and  sincerity,  and 
we  now  ask,  What  power  has  the  Maker  of  the  universe 
placed  in  man's  hands  ?  Has  it  any  limit  ?  and  if  so,  what 
is  it  limited  by  ? 

A  very  young  man  will  answer,  that  it  has  no  limits ;  you 
cannot  show  any  limit  to  it.  Man's  power  has  already  almost 
annihilated  time  and  space ;  there  is  no  reason  why  man, 
who  is  now  girding  the  earth  with  one  vast  iron  band,  and 
running  to  and  fro  upon  it  with  amazing  rapidity,  should  not 
in  the  course  of  another  century  fly  through  the  air  with 
still  greater  velocity ;  or,  in  the  course  of  another  century 
penetrate  the  depths  of  the  ocean,  and  move  as  rapidly  and 
pleasantly  through  the  water  as  through  the  air.  Let  it  be 
so,  I  say.  Let  him,  through  the  instrumentality  of  phi- 
losophy, art,  and  science,  look  upon  this  world  as  but  a 
garden,  and  its  great  oceans  as  little  lakes  that  he  can  cross 
in  a  few  minutes.  Let  him  make  all  the  things  of  nature 
his  servants,  yet  will  THEIR,  LAWS  EE  HIS  MASTER. 

Mark  this,  reader  —  man  has  no  power  whatever  over 
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the  laws  of  nature.  Man  may  accomplish  extraordinary 
undertakings  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  matter,  but 
he  can  accomplish  nothing  if  he  oppose  himself  to  them. 
Man  may  alter  every  law  and  regulation  that  man  has  made, 
and  still  progress ;  but  he  cannot  alter  one  of  the  laws  of 
the  universe.  He  can  accomplish  extraordinary  undertak- 
ings, when  he  knows  those  laws,  and  combines  and  arranges 
natural  objects  in  accordance  with  them;  but  it  is  only 
when  he  acts  in  accordance  with  them  that  he  possesses  any 
power  whatever. 

Ask  the  mental  philosopher,  and  he  will  tell  you  that  the 
very  first  step  in  his  progress  was  to  study  the  laws  of  mind, 
not  as  he  may  wish  them  to  be,  but  just  as  they  are.  Ask 
the  man  of  science,  and  he  will  tell  you  that  he  has  invented 
not  one  new  law ;  that  his  power  consists  in  arranging  the 
objects  of  nature,  and  the  subjects  of  laws  in  accordance  with 
these  laws.  He  will  tell  you  that  all  these  laws,  viz.,  gravity, 
velocity,  density,  &c,  &c,  are  the  real  engines  of  power;  and 
that  if  they  were  better  known  and  more  studied,  man's 
power  would  be  far  greater,  because  man's  power  is  entirely 
dependent  upon  a  knowledge  of  them,  and  the  application  of 
the  things  of  nature  to  them ;  but  he  will  also  tell  you  that 
it  is  in  vain  to  work  in  opposition  to  them ;  and  that  to  make 
a  mistake  in  regard  to  them  is  fatal  to  your  plans.  He  will 
tell  you  that  before  you  can  reason  upon  them,  you  must  go 
and  study  them  and  thoroughly  understand  them. 

Man  is  lord  of  the  things  of  creation,  but  not  the  lord  of 
CBEATKM'S  LAWS.  Instead  of  being  their  master,  man 
acknowledges  their  sovereignty  every  moment  he  breathes. 
Were  the  laws  of  digestion,  nutrition,  circulation  of  the 
blood,  and  respiration  to  cease  in  you  at  this  moment,  reader, 
you  would  instantly  cease  to  exist.  The  Maker  of  the  uni- 
verse has  placed  a  great  deal  in  man's  power,  but  He  has  not 
placed  His  laws  and  ordinances  in  man's  power.  Man  has 
only  one  alternative  as  regards  them,  and  that  is,  submission. 
He  may  oppose  them  by  his  own  will  and  die  ;  but  he  can- 
not oppose  them  and  live ;  nay,  he  cannot  even  oppose  them 
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by  mistake,  and  live.  Let  him  over-estimate  his  power,  and 
endeavour  to  sustain  the  walls  of  a  falling  house,  and  he  will 
be  killed.  Let  him  overlook  some  particular  as  regards  the 
transmission  of  the  electric  fluid,  and  in  its  inevitable  course 
it  will  destroy  him.  Reader,  you  may  set  about  changing, 
modifying,  and  altering  yourself,  to  suit  the  laws  and  ordi- 
nances of  the  God  of  the  universe,  but  those  laws  and  ordi- 
nances will  not  change  themselves  to  suit  you.  You  may 
oppose  those  laws  with  your  eyes  shut,  or  your  eyes  open — 
the  result  is  the  same.  If  you  oppose  them  or  stand  in  their 
way,  instead  of  going  with  them,  you  simply  sign  your  own 

DEATH-WARRANT. 

And  now,  reader,  I  come  to  the  third  point — What  is  the 
province  of  reason  ?  Cannot  I,  by  reasoning,  obtain  all 
knowledge,  exercise  all  power,  and  avoid  all  errors  ? 

Can  you  learn  the  physical  laws  of  the  universe  by  reason- 
ing ?  Certainly  not.  We  have  just  seen  that  you  must  first 
patiently  and  laboriously  acquire  a  knowledge  of  them.  Per- 
haps you  idolize  your  faculty  of  reasoning,  as  some  parents 
idolize  one  member  of  the  family  more  than  another,  and  you 
would  fain  make  reason  accomplish  all  things ;  but  you  can- 
not succeed  in  such  a  wish,  because  it  is  contrary  to  a  far 
stronger  power  than  the  will  of  the  whole  world  put  together. 
You  may  acquire  no  knowledge,  reason  like  a  poet,  from 
nothing,  and  arrive  at  nothing.  You  may  build  castles  in  the 
air ;  but  if  you  wish  any  realities,  you  must  be  content  to 
have  a  foundation,  and  that  foundation  must  consist  of  known 
laws,  facts,  and  established  data.  The  Aristotelian  philo- 
sophy was  good  as  regards  mind  and  the  modes  of  reasoning, 
but  false  in  physical  conclusions.  Aristotle  studied  mind  and 
its  laws,  and  reasoned  from  them ;  but  when  he  came  to 
matter,  or  the  material  things  of  the  universe,  he  came  to 
the  subject  ignorant  even  of  the  laws  known  to  us,  and  he 
was  obliged  to  argue  from  his  theoretical  ideas,  and  the 
natural  result  followed — he  arrived  at  false  conclusions. 
Physical  science  made  little  or  no  progress  for  1800  years 
after  Aristotle's  time,  because  men  insisted  upon  reason  being 
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their  guide.  Bacon  was  the  first  who  succeeded  in  this 
country  in  turning  the  current  of  error.  He  clearly  saw  that 
man  must,  in  the  first  place,  collect  facts,  and  become  ac- 
quainted with  the  known  laws  of  the  universe,  before  he 
can  exercise  reasoning.  Galileo  and  Sir  Isaac  Newton  took 
the  same  position ;  they  endeavoured,  not  to  frame  reasonable 
laws  for  the  universe,  bet  to  eixd  out,  as  learxers,  what 
were  the  laws  of  the  universe ;  they  accepted  of  them  just 
as  they  were,  and  reasoned  from  them ;  they  caused  candid 
and  impartial  observations  and  experiments  to  precede  reason- 
ing ;  and  thus  gave  to  reason  its  own  province,  and  the  result 
was — success. 

AVe  have  now  three  great  facts  before  us ;  let  us  review 
them. 

1st,  I  may  have  a  quiet  and  easy  conscience,  the  very  best 
intentions,  all  sincerity,  and  yet  be  on  the  vest  eve  of  com- 
plete EETX  and  DESTEECTIOX. 

2nd,  The  laws  of  the  universe  are  over  man,  he  is  not  over 
them ;  he  has  his  will,  and  may  shut  his  eyes  to  them,  if  so 
disposed,  but  their  course  is  inevitable — he  cax  scorx  them 
and  die  under  them,  but  he  caxxot  scorx  them  and  live 
under  them. 

3rdly,  Eeason  is  a  valuable  auxiliary  to  us,  if  it  does  not 
retard  our  study  of  the  laws  and  ordinances  which  the  God 
of  the  universe  and  of  our  being  has  published  and  placed 
within  our  reach ;  but  if  we  allow  reason  to  decide  upon 
these  before  we  have  carefully  acquired  a  knowledge  of  them, 
we  wilfully  stoop  to  be  its  slave  instead  of  remaining  its 
master,  and  we  shall  reap  disappointment  and  misery. 

And  now,  reader,  I  need  not  ask  what  you  infer  from  these 
three  facts.  But  have  you  cast  aside  dependence  upon  mere 
conscience  ?  Have  you  caused  careful  inquiry  and  examina- 
tion to  precede  reason  in  spiritual  matters  ?  Have  you  con- 
sidered how  arbitrary  God  is  as  regards  Nature's  laws,  and 
how  arbitrary  He  will  be  if  the  laws  of  life  and  death,  as 
laid  down  in  the  Bible,  are  His  laws  ?  Are  they,  or  are  they 
not,  His  laws  ?    Have  you  difficulties  ? 
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Is  it  inexplicable  to  you  that  Sir  Isaac  Newton  should 
have  found  in  the  Bible  the  same  God  that  he  found  in 
nature  ?  Do  you  allow  your  reason  to  trample  the  Bible 
under  its  feet,  before  you  have  carefully  weighed  and  con- 
sidered the  laws  and  ordinances  therein  exhibited  ?  You  are 
quite  aware  that  it  is  either  a  marvellous  falsehood  or  a 
marvellous  truth ;  that  in  any  case  it  is  worthy  of  your 
very  careful  consideration. 

I  can  look  back  upon  a  time,  reader,  when  I  could  not,  and 
would  not,  examine  that  book  faithfully — a  time  when  I  felt 
just  as  Galileo's  contemporaries  felt :  "  We  have  no  patience 
for  such  ideas,  and  your  telescope  we  will  not  use."  They 
forced  him  to  recant  his  opinion  about  the  motion  of  the  earth  ; 
but,  as  he  justly  observed,  his  recantation  would  not  stop  the 
motion  of  the  earth.  We  may,  because  we  are  not  machines, 
but  men,  shut  our  eyes  to  facts,  but  we  cannot  arrest  them ; 
we  may  despise  all  facts  and  laws,  but  we  cannot  alter  their 
character,  nor  their  bearing  upon  ourselves ;  they  have  taken 
up  their  position  long  since,  and  their  course  is  inevitable  ; 
it  is  for  us  to  say  whether  we  will  examine  them,  acknow- 
ledge them,  go  with  them,  and  reap  the  powers  and  advant- 
ages they  possess. 

Have  you  ever  faithfully  and  fearlessly  examined  the 
Scriptures  ?  If  not,  do  it,  I  beseech  you.  Perhaps  you  have 
read  it  as  a  school-boy  reads  Livy,  and  hates  it ;  perhaps  you 
have  read  books  written  against  Scripture  ;  but  if  you  are  to 
be  a  just  judge,  you  must  hear  both  sides  ;  and  if  there  is  the 
most  distant  possibility  of  your  being  judged  by  that 
Scripture,  it  were  well  you  did  hear  both  sides. 

Are  you  willing  to  examine  the  proofs  of  Scripture  ?  Take 
then,  I  do  humbly  suggest,  the  following  course  : — Head  the 
Scriptures  calmly  and  carefully,  asking  the  aid  of  God's 
Holy  Spirit.  Read  "  Infidelity ;  its  Cause  and  Cure  "  (a  book 
of  facts,  not  arguments),  published  in  America,  but  reprinted 
by  Messrs.  Routleclge,  Broadway,  London.  Read  also  a 
small  cheap  book,  £ '  The  Philosophy  of  the  Plan  of  Salva- 
tion," sold  at  56,  Paternoster  Row,  and  in  two  days  you  may 
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be  in  possession  of  overwhelming  proofs;  and  I  do  assure 
you,  that  you  will  never  regret  it.  I  challenge  yotj,  reader, 
to  examine  this  subject.  If  you  scorn  to  do  so,  you  incur  a 
tremendous  responsibility.  I  undertake  to  say,  that  the  plan 
of  inquiry  I  have  proposed  will  convince  you  that  you  have 
no  ground  to  stand  upon;  that  you  will  positively  admit  in 
your  own  mind  that  the  weight  of  evidence  is  all  against 
you.  It  may  not  convert  you,  it  may  not  break  your  will, 
no  amount  of  evidence  can  do  that,  for  unless  you  turn  to 
the  Lord,  and  the  Lord  receives  you,  which,  however,  He  is 
pledged  to  do,  you  cannot  be  changed;  but  I  do  most  solemnly 
aver  that,  if  you  examine  the  evidence,  it  will  overwhelm  you. 

Does  it  seem  extraordinary  that  your  good  conscience  and 
your  sincerity  will  not  protect  you  against  the  laws  that  God 
has  established  ?  Did  sincerity  protect  Eichman,  when  he 
violated  a  law  of  nature  ?  Neither  your  ignorance  nor  your 
sincerity  shall  make  a  false  foundation  a  good  one,  says  the 
God  of  nature,  and  so  also  says  the  God  of  revelation. 

Does  it  seem  extraordinary  to  you  that  the  book  of  revela- 
tion is  not  one  that  you  can  instantly  comprehend?  Can 
you  instantly  understand  the  book  of  nature  and  nature's 
laws  ?  Is  not  study,  and  very  patient,  earnest  study,  re- 
quired ? 

You  must  search  diligently,  says  the  God  of  nature :  you 
must  "  search,"  says  the  God  of  revelation. 

Does  it  seem  extraordinary  that  I  should  be  gifted  with 
reason,  and  yet  told  that  reason  will  not  suffice  for  all  pur- 
poses ?  Is  it  extraordinary  that  I  should  be  gifted  ,with  a 
head,  and  yet  told  that  I  must  not  wale:  upon  my  head  ?  Is 
it  extraordinary  that  Sir  Isaac  Newton  discovered,  by  simple 
observation  and  patient  inquiry,  the  law  of  gravity,  which 
hundreds  of  learned  men  had  endeavoured  to  discover  by 
reason,  and  could  not  ? 

"  But  if  the  Bible  is  God's  word,  and  man  is  God's  work, 
why  does  not  man  intuitively  love  it?"  If  a  man  were  a 
machine,  he  would  be  in  harmony  with  his  Maker ;  but  man 
is  not  a  machine,  and,  as  your  own  knowledge  of  history  and 
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society  will  teach  you,  he  is  continually  marring  his  own 
happiness  here,  violating  the  laws  of  his  own  being,  as  well 
as  God's  laws;  in  fact,  man  is  not  in  harmony  with  God. 

"  But  how  unreasonable  and  unnatural  the  plan  of  salva- 
tion appears!  I  cannot,"  you  will  say,  "  talk  on  the  subject 
with  any  patience.' '  How  absurd  did  Galileo's  idea  about 
the  motion  of  the  earth  appear  to  his  contemporaries  ?  It 
involved  such  a  variety  of  seeming  absurdities  that  they 
would  not  even  examine :  and  so  Dr.  Johnson  tells  us  that 
the  infidel  Hume  confessed  at  the  last  that  he  had  never 
carefully  examined  the  New  Testament,  although  he  spent  a 
lifetime  in  inveighing  against  it.  Sir  Isaac  Newton  and 
others,  on  the  contrary,  thought  Galileo's  discoveries  not 
unworthy  of  their  inquiry,  and  the  imaginary  difficulties  all 
disappeared.  Perhaps,  reader,  the  writings  of  the  same  Sir 
Isaac  Newton  on  the  prophecies  of  Scripture  would  astonish 
you. 

' i  Does  it  not  seem  extraordinary  that  I  should  be  con^ 
demned  by  laws  that  I  never  made,  never  approved  of,  and 
never  desired  to  submit  to?"  You  are  condemned  by  any 
national  law  that  you  violate,  and  that  whether  you  ac- 
quiesce in  it  or  not ;  and  the  laws  of  nature  are  every  day 
impressing  upon  men  that  they  must  submit  to  them  ;  and 
every  day  men  are  violating,  and  that  wilfully,  the  laws  of 
their  own  organization,  but  not  with  impunity  ;  every  viola- 
tion of  them  is  accompanied  with  more  or  less  suffering.  I 
dare  not  neglect  one  of  nature's  important  laws  and  live.  I  was 
obliged  to  submit  to  the  laws  of  my  organization  before 
I  knew  what  reason  meant  ;  and  I  am  obliged  to  submit 
to  them  still,  if  I  would  avoid  suffering;  I  may  prefer 
and  select  suffering,  because  I  am  not  a  machine,  and  thou- 
sands no  select  suffering;  but  I  have  not  the  power  of 
defying  those  laws  with  impunity.  1 '  God  is  not  mocked ; 
for  whatsoever  a  man  soweth  that  shall  he  also  reap."  He 
may  reap  it  sooner  or  later,  according  to  what  it  is ;  but  reap 
it  he  must.  Despise  the  laws  of  digestion  and  nutrition — 
you  may  do  so  for  a  time,  but  suffer  you  will.    Despise  the 
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law  of  respiration,  and  perish  you  must,  and  that  without 
remedy.  Despise  the  only  way  that  God  has  opened  up  into 
everlasting  life,  and  perish  and  suffer  you  must,  and  that 
without  remedy. 

"But,"  you  will  say,  " how  unreasonable  it  is  that  the 
God  of  the  universe  should  fix  only  one  way  by  which  I  can 
enter  into  heaven,  and  that  if  I  insist  upon  any  other  way, 
I  am  to  be  lost."  How  unreasonable  that,  when  my  house 
is  on  fire,  I  should  only  have  ingress  and  egress  by  the  door. 
How  unreasonable  that  every  government  should  consider 
obedience  a  thing  that  must  be  enforced.  How  unreasonable 
that  a  great  king  should  open  up  only  one  gateway  into  his 
palace  grounds — a  gateway  wide  enough  for  all,  and  no 
traitor  so  bad  but  that  he  may  enter  that  way.  Still,  how- 
ever, only  one,  and  that  whosoever  came  in  contrary  to  that 
one  way  should  be  cast  out. 

u  How  unreasonable  that  poor  ignorant  men  and  women 
should  be  able  to  see  this  gospel  plan  of  salvation  as  readily 
as  men  of  great  intellectual  attainments."  How  unreason- 
able that  the  precious  air  we  breathe,  and  the  water  we 
drink,  should  be  as  fully  appreciated  by  the  weak  as  the 
strong,  by  the  wise  as  the  unwise.  Han's  inventions  are 
formed  to  please  the  great,  the  wise,  the  powerful,  the  rich, 
and  the  intellectual;  but  God's  plan  of  salvation,  like  the 
air  we  breathe,  and  the  water  we  drink,  is  as  precious  to  the 
poor,  the  feeble,  and  the  powerless,  as  it  is  to  the  man  of 
the  highest  attainments  :  the  perishing  beggar  and  the  lisping 
child  can  drink  at  the  same  fountain  of  salvation  that  New- 
ton and  Milton  drank  at,  and  can  alike  taste  and  see  that 
the  Lord  is  gracious.  Had  the  gospel  been  food  for  the  wise 
and  not  for  the  foolish,  it  would  have  been  salvation  invented 
by  man,  not  a  salvation  invented  by  God. 

Perhaps  you  say,  "  I  can  do  nothing  for  God,  He  is  far  too 
powerful,  I  can  be  of  no  use  to  Him ;  neither  can  I  do  any- 
thing against  Him,  He  is  far  too  powerful,  I  cannot  injure 
Him.  "Why,  then,  should  God  care  about  me?  and  why 
should  I  care  about  God?"    Ah,  that  brings  out  the  point. 
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God  lias  more  love  for  the  lost — as  many  of  us  can  witness 
— than  we  ever  had  for  ourselves.  It  is  not  a  matter  of  in- 
difference to  your  Maker  whether  you  exercise  your  will, 
and  destroy  yourself  or  not.  "But,"  you  say,  "I  would 
give  my  own  life  for  my  child  rather  than  it  should  perish." 
Reader,  you  might  give  your  life  for  your  child's  transgres- 
sion to-day,  but  unless  the  child  was  brought  to  the  prin- 
ciple or  obedience  to  law,  it  would  transgress  it  again 
to-morrow ;  and  if  you  had  a  thousand  lives  to  give,  they 
would  be  of  no  avail  if  submission  were  refused.  But  God 
Himself,  reader,  has  by  sacrifice,  self-sacrifice,  become  the 
sufferer  for  every  creature  that  will  submit  to  Him.  As  a 
just  God,  the  penalty  of  broken  laws  must  be  paid  by  some 
one,  and  He  found  a  substitute  for  you;  as  a  merciful  God, 
He  did  open  a  way  of  mercy,  and  it  is  open  to  you  now. 
He  is  not  a  mere  God  of  mercy,  He  is  a  God  of  justice,  and 
justice  demanded  a  sacrifice ;  yet  He  is  not  a  mere  God  of 
justice,  He  is  also  a  God  of  mercy,  and  He  longed  to  give 
you  everlasting  life  and  joy,  notwithstanding  the  past.  He 
found  a  way,  and  the  way  is  this  day  proclaimed  to  you — 
u  I  am  the  way  "  (John  xiv.  6). 

Reader,  you  are  His  creature,  and  although  useless  to 
Him,  rebellious  against  Him,  using  your  will  to  scorn  and 
despise  Him,  yet  He  has  so  loved  the  world,  the  wilful 
sinners  in  it,  "  that  He  gave  His  only  begotten  Son,  that 
whosoever  believeth  in  Him  should  not  perish,  but  have 
everlasting  life."  He  invites  you,  He  loads  you  with 
promises,  He  moved  heaven  itself  to  induce  you  to  turn  to 
Him,  simply  because  He  is  Love,  because  He  was  not  will- 
ing that  you  should  perish.  Hear  His  own  call,  "  Say  unto 
them,  As  I  live  saith  the  Lord  God,  I  have  no  pleasure  in 
the  death  of  the  wicked,  but  that  the  wicked  turn  from  his 
way  and  live." 

You  may  select  misery  for  yourself ;  but  God  selected  his 
own  Son  a  substitute  to  die  and  bear  sins,  bear  broken  laws, 
bear  everything  for  you  who  turn,  only  turn.  "Reader,  de- 
spisest  thou  the  riches  of  his  goodness?"    I  do  most  solemnly 


14 


REASON  AND  REVELATION. 


ask  you  this  day,  whether  you  will  turn  to  God,  or  despise 
this  love  ? 

If  you  were  a  rebel  to  an  earthly  potentate,  and  you 
wished  to  turn  to  him  again,  you  would  require  to  take  some 
means  of  letting  him  know  your  intentions,  and  wait  until 
you  had  received  his  answer;  but  if  the  potentate  were  a 
God,  and  could  look  into  your  heart,  then  the  instant  you 
firmly  resolved  to  turn  to  Him,  He  would  know  it,  just  as 
God  at  this  moment  knows  whether  you  desire  to  accept  of  His 
way  or  not.  But  unless  you  were  equally  powerful,  you 
could  not  see  into  His  heart,  and  know  that  you  were  ac- 
cepted. Mark,  now,  how  God  provides  for  this  difficulty. 
He  wrote  to  you  in  your  days  of  rebellion  ;  you  are  in  posses- 
sion, I  doubt  not,  of  his  own  letter,  and  it  says — "  Hear,  and 
your  soul  shall  live."  "  Though  your  sins  be  as  scarlet,  I 
will  make  them  white  as  snow."  The  promise  is  in  your 
possession ;  you  never  can  say,  The  epistle  of  promise  was 
not  put  into  my  hands;  you  can  go  to  Him  with  His  own 
word  in  your  hand,  and  you  can  stand  upon  that  word ;  and 
although  " heaven  and  earth  shall  pass  away,  my  words" 
says  God,  "  shall  not  pass  away."  (Matt.  xxiv.  35  ;  Jer.  i. 
12  ;  Jer.  xxix.  10.) 

Could  a  king  do  more  than  promise  to  the  rebel  ?  "What 
more,  I  ask  you,  could  any  earthly  king  do  than  place  in  the 
rebel's  hand  a  promise  that,  if  he  turned  when  invited,  he 
would  receive  instant  pardon  ?  Such  a  course  is  so  full  of 
mercy  that  earthly  rulers  dare  not  practise  it ;  but  God  not 
only  loves  poor  creatures,  but  He  stoops  in  these  gospel  days 
to  "  commend"  His  love  to  them;  He  places  in  every  rebel 
hand  the  "word"  of  promise;  he  invites  every  soul;  none 
too  bad,  none  too  good,  none  too  young,  none  too  old  ;  and 
He  tells  them  of  love,  not  only  when  they  turn  to  Him  and 
love  Him,  but  He  tells  them  of  it  in  their  days  of  daring 
rebellion;  he  leaves  the  most  precious  promises  in  the 

HANDS  OE  THE  MOST  ABOMINABLE  OE  SINNERS. 

Do  you  ask,  "What"  you  have  "to  do  before  you  are 
received  ?"    "  Have  I  laborious  work  to  perform  ?"   "  Have 
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I  to  make  long  prayers  ?"  ' 1  Have  I  toilsome  duties  to  go 
through?"  ' 1  Have  I  to  read  much,  pray  long,  and  medi- 
tate?" "Have  I  to  make  the  way;  or  has  God  made  it?" 
"What  says  God?  "All  things  are  ready,"  not  some  things, 
but  all  things :  accept  Christ's  finished  atonement,  and 
instant  pardon  is  yours.  Christ  never  encouraged  a  soul  to 
wait ;  waiting  is  one  of  the  deviVs  inventions.  Christ  is 
waiting  to  say  to  you,  as  He  said  to  one  poor  sinner,  "  Son, 
be  of  good  cheer,  thy  sins  be  forgiven  thee."  Not  a  single 
passage  in  Scripture  encourages  a  sinner  to  wait.  "Why  not 
accept  of  Jesus  as  your  substitute  this  instant  ? 

Listen  to  God  speaking,  "  Cheist  is  made  unto  us  wisdom, 
and  eighteousness,  and  sanctification,  and  eedemption." 
(1  Cor.  i.  30.)  Mark  the  Substitute's  qualifications  and  then 
you  can  estimate  what  your  qualifications  would  be  if  you 
accepted  this  Substitute.  You  shall  have  the  Holy  Spirit  to 
dwell  in  you,  a  Saviour  to  love  and  adore,  and  a  heavenly 
Father  to  bless  you.  Reader,  believe  me  that  although  the 
real  flock,  as  distinguished  from  meee  nominal  church-going 
people,  is  but  a  very  small  one,  yet  thousands  of  Christians 
now  alive  can  set  to  their  seal  how  true  God  is  in  His 
peomises,  how  full  He  is  of  spiritual  gifts.  We  have  meat 
to  eat  and  waters  to  drink  that  you  know  not  of ;  and  if  we 
cannot  enter  into  all  your  joys  and  your  excitements,  it  is 
because  we  have  tasted  sweet  waters,  and  cannot  now  drink 
the  bitter  ones. 

Header,  remember  God's  laws  are  immutable  in  natuee  ;  you 
cannot  move  them,  you  cannot  affect  them.  God's  laws  are 
immutable  in  eevelation  ;  you  cannot  move  them,  you  cannot 
affect  them.  You  have  your  will ;  do  you  intend  to  use  it 
in  order  to  destroy  yourself?  Remember,  then,  that  you 
selected  self-destruction — it  was  your  own  selection ;  He  has 
asked  this  day  not  one  single  thing  but  obedience  from  you, 
submission  and  obedience  ;  and  you  know  that  every  ruling 
power  must  enforce  obedience,  or  it  ceases  to  be  a  ruling 
power.  God  must  enfore  obedience,  or  he  would  cease  to  be 
God. 
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You  are  God's  creature,  and  He  has  opened  a  "  way"  for  you, 
no  matter  what  you  have  heretofore  been — a  way  by  which 
he  can  be  merciful,  and  yet  just,  and  by  which  you  can  be, 
not  a  mere  pardoned  criminal,  but  an  "  adopted  "  and  beloved 
child,  "  having  neither  spot,  nor  wrinkle,  nor  any  such  thing 
and  I  press  upon  your  attention  that  it  is  an  instant  pardon  and 
acceptance.  "  Thy  sins  are  forgiven  thee,"  Christ  says,  "  go 
in  peace;"  not  thy  sins  will  he  forgiven  thee  at  some  future 
clay;  but  they  are  forgiven  thee  now;  "thy  faith  hath  saved 
thee  ;"  not,  thy  faith  will  yet  save  thee.  Hath  saved  thee ; 
the  work  is  done. 

One  invitation  more.  Read  2  Cor.  v.  19  :  "God  was  in 
Christ  reconciling  the  world  unto  Himself,  not  imputing 
their  trespasses  unto  them."  "We  pray  you  in  Christ's 
stead,  be  ye  reconciled  to  God."  It  does  not  say,  "  we  pray 
God  to  be  reconciled  to  you,"  but  "we  pray  you,  be  ye  re- 
conciled to  God."  And  again,  in  the  6th  chapter  1st  verse, 
"  We  beseech  you  also  that  ye  receive  not  the  grace  of  God 
lis"  vaijst." — "We  beseech  you."  Dear  reader,  I  this  day 
solemnly  appeal  to  you — Could  God  offer  more  ?  Could  God 
plead  harder  with  a  rebel  ? 

"  Ye  will  not  come  to  me,  that  ye  might  have  life."  (John 
v.  40.) 

"He  that  rejecteth  me,  and  receiveth  not  my  words,  hath 
one  that  judgeth  him :  the  word  that  I  have  spoken,  the 
same  shall  judge  him  in  the  last  day."  (John  xii.  48  ;  Rev. 
xix.  13.) 

"There  is  therefore  now  no  condemnation  to  them  which 
are  in  Christ  Jesus."  (Rom.  viii.  1.) 

"Tor  when  we  were  yet  without  strength,  in  due  time 
Christ  died  for  the  ungodly."  (Eom.  v.  6.) 

"As  many  as  received  him,  to  them  gave  he  power  to 
become  the  sons  of  God,  even  to  them  that  believe  on  his 
name."  (John  i.  12.) 
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